
May 16 - June 10:
Kit Eastman, katazome
natural pigments on fabric

Exhibits, Events, Classes &
lots of new art to enjoy!

Sunday, May 20… Artist 
reception, 2-4 p.m. with Kit 
Eastman, fiber artist. Learn about 
katazome, a Japanese surface design 
technique using stencils and natural 
pigments. 

Silk and linen, rice paste, soybean 
juice and natural pigments are some 
of the ingredients that textile artist Kit 
Eastman uses to explore the natural 
world. Kitʼs fabric wall hangings will be 
featured at the gallery from May 16 
through June 10. Meet Kit Eastman at 
a reception from 2-4 p.m. on Sunday, 
May 20 and learn more about her 
textiles.
Using the materials and processes of 
the centuries-old Japanese textile 

tradition called katazome (stencil 
dyeing), Kit captures her experience 
of beauty in nature. “I find inspiration 
whenever I pay attention the patterns 
and cycles of the seasons — whether 
that be just beyond my front door or in 
a larger, wilder and more distant 
landscape,” she says.

Eastman designs and cuts stencils 
from layered mulberry paper that has 
been waterproofed with persimmon 
tannin and cured with smoke. The 
fabric (silk, linen or cotton)is stretched 
and then treated with soybean milk, 
which acts as a sizing agent and 
serves as a binder for the natural 
pigments. Eastman then spreads rice 
paste through the stencil. Once dry, 
the pasted areas prevent dyes from 
penetrating the fabric. Natural 
pigment dyes are painted on the 

Join us for a reception
with Kit Eastman
Sunday, May 20,

2-4 p.m.
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remaining open areas in three 
separate coats. The fabric air cures 
for at least a week before the rice 
paste is washed out.

“The simple yet elegant materials 
engage all my senses,” Eastman 
says. “The process contributes a 
centering rhythm within which I can 
contemplate the sense of mystery, 
awe and beauty I find in the natural 
world.”

Eastman, who lives and works in St. 
Paul, earned a BA in Studio Arts from 
the University of Minnesota, where 
she focused on drawing and painting. 
Her love of cloth, and of pattern on 
cloth, began in childhood with the 
influence of her grandmother, who 
was trained as a dressmaker. These 
interests and influences all came 
together when she learned the 
katazome process through a 
residential workshop with John 
Marshall in 2004. Eastman has been 
working with these materials and 
techniques exclusively since 2009.   

Sunday, June 3… Irish Arts 
Adventure Presentation, 2 
p.m. Learn more about our Oct. 
12-24, 2012 “Irish Arts Adventure II”.
If youʼre thinking of joining us or are 
already registered, come and learn 
more at this informal gathering. Weʼll 
serve refreshments and share 
highlights of our 2011 trip. Contact us 
at ripriv@mlecmn.net for an outline 
itinerary and more information.

June 13-July 15…
Jo Severson, functional pottery; 
and Richard Nelson, woodblock 
prints.

Left: “Grackles and the Moon”, katazome by 
Kit Eastman, natural pigments on silk, 23.25” x 
34.25”, mounted.
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“Rabbit” - Katazome by Kit Eastman. Natural 
pigments on silk.

July 18-August 12… Artist 
books exhibit, curated by 
Elizabeth Carls.

Sunday, July 29… Book 
signing and author talk with 
Karen Lohn, author of “Peace 
Fibres: Stitching a Soulful World.”

Saturday, August 4… 
Creating Expressive Books - 
This workshop will introduce 
students to the world of artist books. 
We will explore materials, how to 
generate content, and how to 
choose a structure best suited for 
that content. We will create several 

books with several different bindings including a collaborative project. 
Participants will leave this workshop with ideas for creating future expressive 
books as well as with the handouts and tutorials necessary to execute those 
ideas. Participants will also finish the class with a beautiful little collection of 
artists books. $70 plus a $15 materials fee. Minimum of 3 students, maximum of 
8 students. We'll meet from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. with a break for lunch. Elizabeth 
Carls, instructor.

Irish Arts 
Adventure II
Oct. 12-24, 2012

Join Amy Sharpe, artist, 
weaver and writer, and 
experience Ireland through its 
traditional and contemporary 
arts. We’ll have opportunities 
to meet working artisans and 
each day promises new 
inspiration!

Throughout our travels a 
professional Irish driver/guide 
will share the history and 
stories of the region. There will  
also be time for exploration on 
your own.

To enhance our experience, 
we'll provide each participant 
with a journal/sketchbook and 
which will become a personal 
record of the trip.

Our trip will center on fiber arts 
and traditional craft, but don’t 
let that stop you from joining 
us—there’s something for 
everyone on this trip! A wide 
sampling of Irish culture will 
offer both first-time and 
returning travelers the flavor of 
the region. Bring your 
sketchbook, portable art 
supplies or camera and 
prepare to be inspired!

Contact us trip details: 
ripriv@mlecmn.net

or join us Sunday, June 3 
at 2 p.m. for an informal 

presentation

Ripple River Gallery • 218/678-2575
Gallery: 27591 Partridge Ave., Aitkin, MN 56431

Mailing: P.O. Box 261, Deerwood, MN 56444
www.ripplerivergallery.com • ripriv@mlecmn.net

You can also find us at www.rippleriverstudio.etsy.com
On Facebook weʼre Ripple River Gallery

On Twitter weʼre rippleriverfolk
Art Connects Us All!

 

It was cold and rainy on April 21 for our Peace Pole Dedication. Now the lilacs are in 
bloom and the woods are a tapestry of green. The hummingbirds are busy and weʼre 
hopeful that the visiting bluebirds will decide to take up residence. What a difference a 
month can make!
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